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Soviet Public Statenents vlth Respect to Cuban Security 


The f ollowing report consists of an analytical summary of the principal 
and most authoritative Soviet statenents promising military support of the 
Castro regime, and a. selection of quotations from these statements. The 
quotations, vhsn detached from the summary, are unclassified. 


SUMMARY • 

The Soviets have been circumspect In public statements that would commit 
them to a specific response in support of Cuba should the latter be attacked. 

At the same time, the Soviet commitment to ensure the security of the 
Castro regime has increased. This heightened Soviet commitment has re- 
sulted from tiro significant developments this year. 

first, Moscow's acceptance last April of Castro 1 s forceful assertion 
oa March 25 of bis personal leadership of a communist regime in Cuba, 
though reluctant, was tantamount to acknowledgment of that regime as a 
bona fide if Junior member of the International communist family. The 
Soviet obligation to sustain the Cuban regime increased accordingly. 

The second development increasing Moscow's commitment to ensure the 
security of the Cuban regime has been the recent Soviet military arms as- 
sistance to Cuba, beginning in late July, followed by the Soviet-Cuban 
September 2 communique publicly acknowledging the military assistance, and 
the September 11 Soviet Government statement accusing the IS of aggressive 
designs oa Cuba and renewing general promises of Soviet support for the 
latter. 

One* of the strongest statements of Soviet support of Cuban security 
was Khrushchev's July i960 threat, "figuratively specking," of missile re- 
taliation if Cuba were attacked, but this statement was soon further 
qualified as a "symbolic" one. Khrushchev's April lfi, 19&, letter to 
President Kennedy also contained a strong promise of Soviet assistance to 
Cuba In rapaUlag armed attack; but it made no specific reference to the 
armed attack than in progress but quite clearly already a failure. 
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Khrushchev implied la September 1961 that the Soviet Union, could hold 
as hostages for Cuba the countries on the Soviet periphery vita which tue 
IB hat military alliances and In which the US has bases; and this Implied 
threat was repeated la the Soviet Government TASS etatoaent of September U, 
1#2. 

There has never beea any evidence that the Castro regime has been ad* 
altted to the Warsaw fact, the only multilateral military alliance of the 
coeaunlet bloc embreclag the Soviet Union and seven East European cow mist 
states. There wes e report that Raul Castro requested Cuban admission to 
the Warsaw Pact during Ms visit to Moscow this July, but that the request 
was denied. Zt has also been reliably reported that sometime in early 
September 1962 the Cubans laformed a Latin Aaerican coaauniet party leader 
that Cuba tod secretly concluded a bl-lateral defense pact with the USSR 
vhich was tantamount to adalaalon of Cuba Into the Warsaw Pact, and that a 
fossil announcement of the agreement was In the offings This appears to 
have been an exaggerated reference t© the Soviet Government etatenent on 
Cuba that 11ms Issued September 1962. A Soviet commentary on Cuban develop- 
aent September 3, i$62, specifically denied that Cuba was a Varssv Pact 
member, mere la no further evidence that the Soviets and Cuba have con- 
cluded a bilateral military alliance; Khrushchev specifically denied in 
September 1961 that any such agreemeixt existed. 

Xa April 19& Khrushchev denied, that the Soviets had any military 
"base" la Cuba or intended to establish 00s there; and the denial that one 
92dsts was repeated ia the latest Soviet prccouncesmnts. 

She recant Soviet Government statements on Cuba go beyond a prestige 
lavoJaeaeat with the Castro regime and amount to a general obligation, self- 
assmsd, to assist la defease of that regime. She Soviet-Cuban September 2, 
1962, communique publicly acknowledging Soviet arme assistance to Cuba and 
asserting Moscow's "right 11 to help Cuba ensure its security constituted the 
most forward position the. USSR had taken ia underwrltiag the Cuban regime 1 • 
security. The ensuing SASS etatenent of September 11, with its Invective 
agalast US designs on Cuba and bombast (however general) about Soviet 
support of Cuba, amounted to a heightened Soviet cc a mitm eat to the Cuban 
regime regardless of the continued — even conspicuous — absence of 
specifically threatened Soviet countermeasures in the event; Cuba were at- 
tacked. Xho implied threat of counteraction against US allies on the 
Soviet periphery is probably the salient feature of Moscow's threatened 
smasusea ia reaction to an attack on Cuba. 

These Soviet statements will stop short of the full-fledged ccmmltmsnt 
to defend Cuba la specific, situations, which is a feature of Soviet ailitary 
assistance treatise with the ui:amiinHt bloc states. 
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Q.UOTATIOHS 

PRINCIPAL SOVIET PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON UEJENSE OF CUBA 
(in chronological order 19oO-19tS) 

Wa r ning that Soviet rockets can protect Cuba : 

It should be 'borne In alnd that the United States Is new not at such 
an unattainable distance from the 8ovlet Union as formerly. Figuratively 
speaking, If need be, Soviet artillerymen can support the Cuban people vlth 
their rocket firs should the aggressive forces la the Pentagon dare to 
start Intervention against Cuba* And the Pentagon could be well advised 
not to forget that, as shown at the latest tests, ve have rockets which can 
land precisely in a preset square target 13*009 kllbmetree sway.' This, if 
ypu-want, is a warning to those who would like to solve international 
problens by fares and not by reason 

(Xbrustocher July 9, I960, Kremlin speech, commenting on planned US can- 
cellation of sugar purchase froa Cuba.) 

Rocket Support ffarning Attenuated : 

{TABS ttuuBary) "The head of the Pavlet Oovement noted that he would 
like his statements regarding aid to Cuba la he esse of armed aggression 
against that country 'really to be symbolic' •" 

(Full Text) MB. KHHUSBC2EV--I should like such statements to he 
really symbolic, as the enemies of the Cuban revolution say. For this 
purpose, it is essential that the imperialists' threat of intervention 
against Cuba should not resolve into ailltary operations, and then there 
should be no need to test the reality of our steteasnt concerning armd 
asil stance to the Cuban people against aggression. Is this eleart 

smt FBA»V>I— He shall also use this figuratively la the case if they 
do not attack us meanwhile. 

MS. KHRUSBCHEV«Tbst is right. 

SSNOR FRABQPI--I should like you to get me right. It would be fine if 
tbs threats did net exist. 

MR. KEBU8BCBEV--Tb*t is right. 

. 8ER0R FRAWJUI--I should like you to get me right. It would be fine if 
the threats did mot exist. 
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Kft. KBHDBBC8S?--IM. 


SEBOR IBABJDI— But If this threat does cadet, if tale threat is 
carried out,, it mom to as that rockets are adequately prepared for thle? 

• 

MB. mHUHHUUBV— mgaettlcaiMy. You got it right. It would be fiat 
if then should he no aggression* lad we ere doing everything not to 
launch contact rockets because it is hnata life, the flourishing of life, 
and not the destruction of htasnjbelnga that is our suprene concern* 
(KhrushchBr October 22 interview with, director of Cuban n e wspap e r 
Brrolacloni Soviet versions released October 29*) 

Soviets Beadr to Provide "Any Aoelstsnco : 

• m * * 

Be should not forget that Cub* is not alone today, that Cuba has . 
■any friends in the world, and that eaong the aoet sincere friends of the 
Cuban Republic*, who are ready to provide any aesistsabe, the Soriet Onion 
is to be found* 9» Soviet d ele gat ion wishes to sake this statawant today 
aoat clearly, aost definitely* 

(Soviet avpreseatatlva'e Stateaent la UB3A Cosnlttee April 1$, 1961, during 
discussion of Cuban axtlaa lavatlon at Bay of Pigs that aornlag*) 

Sovista W *™ f* t> * M> *H Eeooesary Assistance to aapel Amad Attack on Cube : 

As to the Soviet Onion, there should be no aisunderatanding our 
position: fie shall render the Cuban people and their government all neces- 
sary assistance la beating back aimed attack on Cuba* 
(Kbruthcbr* April Id, 1961, letter to President Kennedy concerning Bay of 
1) 


Sonets Bays end Seek Ho Military Base In Cuba : 

As for the Soviet Union, we have stated on aeny occasions, and Z aa 
stating again, that our government doee not seek eny edvaategee or 
privilegea in Cuba* Be do not have eny basse in Cuba, and we do not Intend 
to establish eny* This is well known to you, to your generals end edairela. 
If, despite this, they still try to frighten the people by fabrications 
about "Soviet basse" in Cuba, this Is obviously designed for simpletons. 
But there are -fewer and fewer such slapletons, 1iw>1iwT1ng la the United 
Statee, Z hope* 

. (XbrushehevU April 22, 1961, reply to President XennedyU letter of 
April IS ftflnocrnlng Cuban Bevelopaeata ana world Affaire*) 
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P8 Cuban Policy Can Lead to World Wart 


As for your concern for the emigres expelled by the Cuban people, Z 
should like to add the following i Tou are veil aware, of course, that there 
are emigres In many countries who are dissatisfied with the situation and 
the systea exis t i n g in the countries they fled from* If the ahnoraal practice 
were introduced into the relations between states of using these emigres, 
especially eras in hand, against the countries they fled from, it can be 
openly said that this would inevitably lead to conflicts and wars. Therefore, 
it would be well to ftrebear from, such unreasonable actions. This is a 
slippery and dangerous road which can lead the world to a new global war. 
(Ibid. ) 

US Action Against Cuba Fraught with Serious Consequences* • 

The Government of the Soviet Union sent the Government of the United 
States messages in which it condemned the armed incursion and warned that it 
oould bring terrible consequences. The aggression against Cuba has brought 
about an exacerbation of the international situation but we would like to 
lock optimistically upon the further development of events in this part of 
the world. The peoples aspect the statesmen of the United States to draw the 
correot conclusions* and the necessary lessons from what has happened. 

Cuba became a victim of aggression. However, its leaders showed not 
only a reasonable approach but nobility and Reposed holding talks with the 
United States to eliminate the tension in the relations between the countries 
and normalise the situation in the Caribbean area— Cuba and the United States 
are neighbors and out live like good neighbors. Certain sober people in 
the United States are calling for action on the principle of "live and let 
Uvs,» It would be a good thing if the United States used this principle In 
its relation with Cubs and other countries. Such an approach would be to 
the mutual advantage both of Cuba and of the United States and would not 
damage anybody's prestige. If, however, contrary to common sense, the 
imperialists in the United States embark on s new open adventure against the 
Cuban Republic, a situation fraught with serious consequences, above all for 
the United States itself, will be created. In our times, the adventures of 
the iaperlalist cannot be unpunished. 
( Khr u sh chev eosments on Cuba in May 6, 1961 Yerevan speech.) 

Moscow Would Respond to Cuban Aopool for Assistance Despite Leek of Treaty! 

Ve recognise Cuba as an independent nation and she has the right to 
establish the internal system her people may choose. If she is attacked, she 
may count on the help of ell peace-loving nations ready to fight against aggres- 
sion. We have no treaties with Cuba, but if she appeals to us for help in ease 
of aggression against her, we will of course not leave such an appeal unanswered* 
(Khrushchev September $, 1961 interview with Hew York Times correspondent C.L. 
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USSR Could Move Against 

Iran. 

Turkev. Greece* 







In international affairs it ia necessary to display aalf -control and 
patience* Take Iran, for exaaple* Tha United Statea has aat up its military 
baaes in that country with tha agreement of tha Shah* Americans actually hold 
amy in Iran 1 a eeoncny and in har an^* Naturally enough, ve do not like that 
bscsuaa American actions in Iran are directed againat our security. So vhat 
ehould ve do? Of course va are strong and could attack Iran. It would be a 
staple natter because our night is Incomparably greater • But if ve vara 
guided by the idea that the strong should beat the veak, it would mean the 
introduction of club rule in international relations instead of peaceful co- 
existence* Or see what is going on in Turkey. She is our neighbor, but you 
hare stationed your baaas there and threaten us ftrcn those bases* Tou have eet 
up bases in Greece as veil, and are threatening us and our ally Bulgaria f*cn 
there* tot ve are displaying self-restraint and patience vith regard to those 
- wntri^i* It vould be reasonable if the UWLted States vere guided by the 
j«au prl* ui^lea in its relations vith other countries* (Ibid) 

"Veil Kncrcn* Soviet Warnings Repeated i 


Cuba is not alone* It has many ffciends, not ohly in Latin America but 
throughout the world, and the Soviet Union is among them* Die Republic of 
Cuba, as it vae clearly declared by the head of the Soviet Government, N*S* 
Khrushchev, can alvaye rely on the help and support of the Soviet people* 
the well-lmovn warnings of the 8oviet Oovernnent to the enemies of peopled 
Cuba* remain in force today, too* 

(Soviet Oovernnent statement of February 18, 1962, following CAS Punta Del Sate 
Conference on Cuba*) 

And Again* 

Our government and Ccnrede HUdLta Sergqyevich Khrushchev perecually 
have asde repeated statements about the firm and resolute support of the 
Soviet Union to the just cause of the Cuban BspubUo, statamsnta to the effect 
that the Soviet Government's varnings addressed to the enendes of Peopled 
Cuba remain in force today too* 

(Soviet Deputy Premier loilov'a June 2$, 19^2 speech at Cuban Asbaaay 
reception in connection vith July 26 Movement festivities*) 

Soviet Aabaaaador Prcadses Supports 

Alaksonrtr Alekseycv, the new Soviet aabaaaador to Cuba, reiterated that 
the Soviet people vlll help the brotherly Cuban people to effect acy nla- 
fortune that nay overtake then* "The Soviet Union vlll help the Cuban people 
under aiy clreumstanoee** 
(Havana Radio 1 suanaxy of Soviet Aabaaaador' a remarks August Hi, 1962*) 
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Moacov Asserts "Blfthf to Help 2asure Cuban Security: 

During the stay of Ccorades Guevara and Aragones* views were also ex- 
changed in connection vith the threats of aggressive imperialist quarters 
against Cuba* In view of these threats, the Cuban Qoveranent asked the 
Soviet Ooverroant to help it by delivering armaments and sending technical 
specialists to train Cuban serviceaeai. The Soviet Determent attentively 
considered this request of the Cuban Qoveranent, and agreement vas reached 
en this question* As long as the above-mentioned quarters continue to 
threaten Cuba, the Cuban Republic has every Justification for taking the 
measures necessary to insure its security and safeguard its sovereignty and 
independence, labile all Cuba's true friends ha ve every right to respond to 
this legitimate request* 
(Soviet-Cuban Comnunique September 2, 1962*) 

Cuba Hot a Warsaw Pact Member* No Soviet Base In CUba* 

It is necessary to recall that Cuba does not belong to the Warsaw Past 
organisation and not a single Soviet military base exists on its territory, 
(Moscow Radio September 3, 1962 commentary on Soviet economic and mlHtary 
assistance to Cuba.) 

PS Invasion of/Cuba etan Result in International Conflicts 

Ihe U.S. ixperialist policy toward Cuba represents a dangerous sign 
against peace. JL U.S. attempt to invade Cuba with its armed forces can 
result in an international conflict. 
(Ibid.) 

Soviet Military Presence Minimised: 

We are not biding from the world the fact that we are really supplying 
Cuba with industrial equipment and goods which are helping to strengthen 
its economy and raise the well-being of the Cuban people. . ;vv> : * 

At the request of the Cuban Government, we are also sending Soviet 
agronomists, machine operators, tractor drivers, and livestock experts to 
share their experience and knowledge with their Cuban friends in order to 
help them raise the country's economy. We are also sending rank-and-file 
state and collective farm workers and accepting thousands of Cubans in the 
Soviet Union to exchange experience and teach thavthe more progressive methods 
of agriculture, to help them master the Soviet farm machinery wt&ch is being 
supplied them. 

It will be recalled that a certain amount of armaments is also being 
shipped from *the Soviet Union to Cuba at the request of the Cuban Qorernment 
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in connection with the threats by aggressive iagjsr&fclis-i drclea. The - 
Cuban statesmen also requested the Soviet Govsrasnaafc to send Soviet military 
apeoialiata and technicians who would train the. Cubans in handling up-to-date 
wespons, because up-to-date veapons now call jfcar fc&jsfc aldll and much knowledge. 
It is only natural that Cuba does not yet fcwe s**>h spscisllsts* That la why 
ve considered this request* It mat be said, "aawsver, that the number of 
Soviet military specialists sent to Cuba saa in no way be compared to the 
number of agricultural workers being scat tfcare* 

The srmaments and military equipment sent to Cuba are designed exclusively 
for defensive purposes, and the U*S* President and military, just as the 
military of any country, know what warn* of defense are. .Bow can these means 
threaten the United' 8tates* 
(Soviet Government TASS Statement of September U, 1962) 

Possibility of Soviet Rocket Support for Cuba: .- 

The Soviet Oovernaent has also authorised TASS to atate that there is 
no need for the Soviet Union to shift its wespons for the repulsion 
of aggression, for a retaliatory blow, to any other country— like Cuba* 
Cur nuclear wespons are so powerful in their explosive force, and the 
Soviet Union has such powerful rockets to carry these nuclear warheads, 
that there is no need to search for sites for then beyond the boundaries of 
the Soviet Union, 

Ve have said end we repeat that if war is unleashed, if the aggressor 
makes an attack on one state or another, and this state asks for assistance, 
the Soviet Union can render assistance to any peace-loving state— and not 
only to Cuba— from Its own territory* And let no one doubt that the Soviet 
UMottwiU render such assistance just as it was resdy in 1956 to render 
military assistance to Egypt at the tine of the Anglo-French-Israeli 
aggression in the Sues Canal region* 
(Ibid.) 

Attack on Cuba Would Wot Co Unpunished. Would Mean War* 


At a moment when the United States is taking measures to mobilize its 
armed forces and preparing for aggression against Cubs and other peace- 
loving states, th® Soviet Oovernaent would like to draw attention to the fact 
that one cannot attack Cuba and expect that the aggressor will be free from 
punishment. If this attack is made. It will be the beginning of the un- . 
leashing of war* 
(Ibid*) 
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nam 1*1 Coba Canpared with US Position on Soviet Periphery: 

Ihe whole world knows that the United States has ringed the Soviet 
Union and other the socialist countries with bases. What have they, 
stationed there— tractors? /Are they perhaps grotdng rice, wfaeat, 
potatoes, or some other farm crops there? No, thqy have brought armaments 
there in their ships, and these armaments, stationed along the frontiers 
of the Soviet Union—in Turkey, Iran, Qreeoe, Italy, Britain, Holland, 
Pakistan, and other countries belonging to the military blocs of Nato, 
Cento, and Seato— are said to be there lawfully, by ri^ht# Ewy consider this 
their right* But to others the United States does not permit this right even 
for defense, and when measures are nevertheless taken to strengthen the 
defenses of this or that country the United States raises an outcry and 
declares that an attack, if you please, is being prepared against them* 
What conceit. The United States apparently believes that under, present 
conditions one can proceed to aggression with impunity* Equal rights and 
equal., opportunities must be recognized for all countries 6f the world* 
(Ibid.) 

Threat of Retaliation Against US Alllost 

A vile campaign against the Soviet Union is now being conducted in 
the. United States. It is shouted from the housetop that since a iserchent 
fleet is plying between the USSR and Cuba, carrying freight, this gives the 
United States the right to attack Cuba and the Soviet Union. 3ut what 
purpose io served by the presence of U.S. warships in Turkish -sorts, and 
by what right is their stay there regarded as lawful and normal? What do 
they want— to obtain for themselves sons exclusion from the general rules? 
What is declared a violation of standards for one is regarded as normal 
for others... 

A war now would be a hundredfold sore terrible, and it would bring 
c alami t i e s both to the people against whom the United States is now preparing 
aggression and to the people of the United States itself— and probably 
greater rather than lesser calamities at that. Sfcis will be even sore true 
of those states, allies of the United States, vhich border on the Soviet 
Union, and also of its other allies in Surope and Asia. 
(Ibid .) 

Soviet Combat Preparedness Measures Ordered* 

The Soviet Government will not follow the way of the United States, 
Which is calling up 350,000 reservists. If we imitated this U.S. action, 
we would do idiat apparently is wanted by certain American circlet i 
we would help them inflame the situation. But neither can we disregard 
the aggressive preparations of the United States. Die Soviet Oovernment 
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considers it its duty in this situation to display vigilance and to instruct 
the Minister of Defense of the Soviet Union and the connand of the Soviet 
Scrap to take all measures to raise our armed forces to peak military 
preparedness. But these ere exclu s i v ely precautionary measures. He shall 
do everything on our part so that peace is not disturbed* 
(Ibid.) 
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